Selective IgA deficiency, IgG subclass deficiency, and the major histocompatibility complex.
Here we have examined the connection between IgA deficiency, IgG subclass deficiency, and the absence of alleles of complement C4, and show that IgA deficient subjects who have IgG subclass deficiencies may also have an increased frequency of C4 null alleles. In our group, we found an increased incidence of HLA B38 which might reflect the ethnic composition of the patients tested. While family studies are of primary importance to assess the relationships between histocompatibility antigens and immune deficiency, these studies are complicated by the observation that C4 null alleles are not always inherited with the humoral defect.